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SEVENTH FLEET: Power for Peace

[n late August MAHAN steamed west from

Hawaii, crossing the 160th parallel, and joined

the world's strongest striking force--the U.S,
Seventh Fieet, For the past seven months
MAHAN has been an integral part of the U, S,
"fleet In being” cooling Western Pacific hot
spots and spreading good will through the
"people-to-people” program.

Throughout this Western Pacific cruise
MAHAN was a part of Task Group 77.5, one
of the Seventh Fleet's three fast carrier
attack groups. MAHAN, her sister ship
KING, und the carrier ORISKANY were in-
separable during this period. These three
ships, solc possessors of the Navy Tactical
Data System (NTDS) In the Pacific Fleet, have
operated together since 1961 perfecting the
techniques of push-button warfare. With this
ultra-modern computer and its unlimited
capabllities, MAHAN and her two cohorts
have become known as the Anti-Air Wariare
experts of the Pacific--a distinction not
eastly gained but one greatly respected,

WESTPAC to those spending the long nights
and short days at sea is a reallstic test of
battle readiness. For two two-week stretches
MAHAN and Task Group 77. 5 steamed in an
alert status 40 miles off the South Vietnam
coast. Steady successions of Anti-Alr War-
fare and Anti-Submarine warfare exercises
with full scale war games mixed in were
common occurrences. In addition, MAHAN
recovered a downed Naval aviator off the
coast of northern Luzon.

But ports-of-call inevitably followed
each at sea period making it all seem
worthwhile. One entreprencuring MAHAN
yeoman left Hong Kong "owning it and
everything in It," or so he and the man-
ager claimed, This was also the time
for " people -to- people” parties. MAHAN
had 80 orphans from the Sasebo Municipal
Orphanage aboard, sent a group of men
to an orphanage outside of Yokosuka, took
part in a cruise for Japancse dignitaries
in Sasebo, and cach man had numerous
individual good-times with Japanese,
Filipino, and Chinese friends they made.
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MAHAN began this Western Pacific deployment, her secoand, in August 1963. Her mission this
cruise was to be nearly |dentical to that she had been assigned slnce joining the Pacific Fleet, the
furtherance of her anti-air warfare proficiency through the NTDS., A new wrinkle was added as
MAHAN beégan developing her anti-submarine capability as related to NTDS.

The following pages of this book mark the highlights of this cruise for MAHAN and her men.
There can be little question today but that MAHAN Is fully carrying out her proud tradition es-
tablished by her two forerunners in the fleet which also carried the name MAHAN.

The first MAHAN was built but four years after Admiral MAHAN's death in 1914, Fox
twelve years DD-102 steamed with the Aclantic Fleet. Her first duty with the Navy after her
completion at Quincy, Massachusetts was off the Azores In the middle Atlantic. Here she was
station ship for the historic trans-Atlantic flights of NC-1, NC-3, and NC-4 which marked
another step in the development of naval air power. During the next ten years MAHAN operated
with the fleet along the Atlantic sea-
board of the United States, in the
Caribbean Sea, with frequent trips
to South America. On 20 September
1928, she arrived at the Philadelphia
Navy Yard and was decommissioned
on 1 May 1930.

The second MAHAN (DD 364) was
built by the United Shipyard Inc. of
New York. She was commissioned
at the New York Navy Yard on 18
September 1936. She served with
distinction and valor during World
War Two. Her career with the
U.S. Pacific Fleet was tragically
ended on 7 December 1944, three
vears after the Pacific war began,
MAHAN was in Leyte Gulf as part
of the assault force when the force
was attacked by nine enemy bombers
and four fighters, MAHAN splashed
twoe bombers, but three crashed lnto
her, causing severe damage and
starting fires that could not be
extinguished by fire fighting parties.
MAHAN was abandoned and sank at
1150 that day.

It is the tradition of honor and
courage of these brave men who
gave their lives that this present
MAHAN today carries on,
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Captamn James P. COLEMAN, USN, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Thaddeus COLEMAN of
Coiumbia, South Carolina, was graduated from the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis,
Maryland in June 1939, He spent three months aboard USS OKLAHOMA (BB-37) as Assistant
Englneer and was transferred to USS MCCORMICK (DD-223) in September of the same year,
Aboard MCCORMICK he served as Torpedo Officer, Communications Officer, and Engineering
Officer before he was transferred to USS NICHOLAS (DD-449), the first 2100-ton destroyer
to be commissioned in April 1542,

After two-and one-half years on NICHOLAS Captain COLEMAN reported to a San Diego
Command as Combat Information Center Officer, Fighter Director, and Radar Officer. In
1945 he commanded USS BAGLEY (DD-386) and USS HOBSON (DMS-26). In August, 1947,
Captain COLEMAN went to staff duty in Washington with the Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations. In September, 1951, he returned to sea as Commanding Officer of USS PURDY
(DD-734). Captain COLEMAN's two years aboard PURDY were followed by a three-year tour

at the Naval Academy, where he served as Executive Officer of the Seamanship snd Navi-
gation Department until August, 1936,

In Ocrober, 1956, he returned to Pacific duty as Surface Operations Officer on the staff
of Commander-in-Chief U.S. Pacific Fleet. He assumed command of Destroyer Division 152
in September, 1956.

Captain COLEMAN held a2 dual command from 1960 to 1962 ot the U.S. Fleet Anti-Air
Warfare Center and Fleet Computer Programming Center, San Diego, California. A one-
year tour as Commanding Officer, USS MONTROSE (APA-212) led to his assignment as
Commander Destrover Squadron FIFTEEN on July 24, 1963.

Captain COLEMAN married the former Mae Taber Maner in July, 1941. They have
three children, Mariana, James, Jr. , and William Sloan. Captain and Mrs. COLEMAN
live at 1020 Encine Row, Coronado, California.

Captain COLEMAN wears the Legion of Merit with combat "V" and the Presidential
Unit Citation with one star, both of which were awarded in July, 1943, He also wears the
Bronze Star with combat "V, awarded in March, 1944, and March, 1952, respectively.






